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THE PRAYER 


OF. 
DVR SAVIOUR 
CONSIDERE D. 


N XVii. 20, 21, NEITHER PRAY I FOR 
HESE ALONE, BUT FOR THEM AL- 
0 WHICH SHALI BELIEVE ON ME, 
THROUGH THEIR WORD: THAT THEY 
LL MAY BE ONE, AS THOU, FATHER, 
RT IN ME, AND I IN THEE; THAT 
HEY ALSO MAY BE ONE IN US: THAT 
HE WORLD MAY BELIEVE THAT THOU 
AST SENT ME. 


HIS is the ſolemn and earneſt requeſt, 
my brethren, which our divine Maſter, 
about to leave the world, addreſſed to 
ather, not only in behalf of the apoſtles, 
he had choſen to be the chief miniſters 
s kingdom, but likewiſe in behalf of all 
who ſhould be brought to the faith, 
gh their preaching and teſtimony, of 
h number we ourſelves are, Of how 
importance the union here mentioned 
1 his eyes, and how near it lay to his 
may appear not only from the ardor of 
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his expreſſions, but from the diſtingui 
place it holds in this interceſſory prayer, a 
above all from the intimation he gives i 
the belief of his divine miſſion, or, whic 
the ſame thing, the progreſs of his relig. 
among men, was to have an eſſential dep! 
dence on it, His firſt requeſt for the apoſt 
is, Holy Father! keep through thine o 
name thoſe whom thou haſt given me, t 
* they may be one, as we are (a) and his! 
requeſt for other belizvers is, That they 
may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, 

I in thee; that they alſo may be one in 
* that the world. may believe that thou | 

« ſent me (5). , 
Who is there then, brethren, among u 
ſembled as we are this day “, with a profc 
deſign to honour the memory of Jeſus Ch 
and to © ſhew his death till he come (c).. 
is there of ns? or who is he that bears 
Chriſtian name, and does not from the 
tom of his ſoul (d) join in this prayer of 
Son of God? and is not diſpoſed to exeri 
utmoſt endeavours that it may be an{w 
and fulfilled, ſo far as his influence can ed. 
tend? Aſſuredly every one will do ſo, or 
has any ſentiments of ſincere love and reſ nd 


40 John xvii. 11. (6) John xvii. 21. (c) 10 ar 0 


(d) Mat, xii. 30. | may 
* ® Preached before the celebration of the Lord's ſupreme: 
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be Lord Jeſus remaining in his breaſt, or 
ſuitable concern to way his e 
e world. ; | 
hat I propoſe, through divine afifhimee, 

iſcourſing farther on this intereſting ſub- 
ss only 

, To explain the union which Jeſus Chriſt 
prays for in behalf of his followers, or, 
(quire in what reſpects he deſires that they | 
be ONE, And then 

ly, To ſhew the importance and neceſ- 
f this union among the profeſſed follow - 
in Wt Chriſt, for bringing the world to the 
ju of his divine miſſion and doctrine, 

dat we may be in a better condition to 
our prayers, and labours, in this cafe, to 
of our bleſſed Lord, I would endeavour; 


| place, To explain the union which he 
ars Waiks of his Father in our behalf, or, to 
re in what reſpects he deſires that we 
de ONE, 

en may be one, no doubt, and often are 
a very different ſenſe from what is here 
led. They may be one in nature, in 
|, or affinity. They may be one in their 
and attachment to this preſent world; 
tir defire of riches, power or pleaſure, 
may be united in their political of par- 
vemes, They * be affociates in vice. 
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It is another ſort of union which Jeſus C 
deſires for his diſciples; a higher, and n 
holy union; an union reſembling that wh 
ſubſiſts between himſelf and his Father; 
an union which may connect them, in 
ſtricteſt manner, with his Father and hit 
and finally, an union the effect of which wo 
be, to convert the world to the Chriſtian 
ligion, Theſe characters of it, which 
plainly ſuggeſted in the text, will aſſiſt us 
diſcover what the nature of it is. Now 
bleſſed union, I apprehend, doth princip 
reſpect three things, of the utmoſt importu 
to the followers of Jeſus, and through the 
to all mankind: namely, an union in thep 


ticipation of the ſame divine ſpirit ; an uner, ſ. 
in the faith and obedience of the ſame golj ough 
and laſtly, an union of love and concord t ye 


mong themſelves, I do not mean, that in m 
are ſo many diſtinct parts, or ingredients, he wc 
the union which the Saviour of the wo 
here prays for, for each one of them pert 
may be ſo taken as to include all the reſt; Wn in 
I mention them as ſo many different views elſe be 
der which this ſacred union may be conſq to t 
ed, and which will enable us more fulii lain 
underſtand it, Let us reſume them in oſought 
and Fathez 

1ſt, Let us conſider this union, which u. 
the ſubject of our Saviour's interceſſion i (1) Joh 
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of his followers, as it reſpects their par- 
ng in common of the ſame divine ſpirit, 
if the holy Spirit of God, which dwelt 
hout meaſure in Jeſus Chriſt his Son, was 
ugh him communicated, in due propor- 
„to thoſe alſo who ſhould believe on his 
xc, it is plain that theſe believers would be 
ed at once to him, and his Father, and 
wiſe to one another, by one and the ſame 
t poſſeſſing, and inſpiring them. 

Dur Lord often argues, and proves the 
n between himſelf, and his Father, from 
emighty works which he wrought * thro? 
e Spirit of God (a), or, which God did 
him (5), If I do not the works of my Fa- 
er, ſays he, believe me not; but if I do, 
ough ye believe not me, believe the works; 
it ye may know I believe that the Father 
in me, and I in him (c).“ And again, 
te words that I ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak 
of myſelf; but the Father, that dwelleth 
me, he doeth the works. Believe me, that 
am in the Father, and the Father in me; 
elſe believe me for the very works ſake (d). 
| to the ſame purpoſe in other paſlages ; 
plain import of which is that men might, 
ought to know, and be perſuaded, that 
Father, or the Spirit of the Father, was 


Mat. xii. 28, (3) Acts ii. 23. (e) John x. 37, 
) John xiv, 10, 111 


Spirit, we are all baptized into one © 


Col. ti. 3. (ad) Heb. i. 3. (e) 1 Tim. ni. 16. 
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in him, by the (a) words which he ſpake, 
the works which he did; both of them exvids 


We 
demonſtrations of (5) divine illumination M5 
authority. The truth is, Jeſus delivered x 
his inſtructions, and performed all his vt 
by the Spirit of God, which was not gira 1 
by meaſure unto him. Hence it was mai. 
to all candid, and unprejudiced minds, Mi 
the Father's power, wiſdom, holineſs and ent, 
nignity reſided in him; that he was the br ch 
* neſs of the Father's glory, and the er 
image of his perſon (4), or, God mani e 
in the fleſh (e). And hence he could iriſt 
ſay that © whoever had ſeen him, had ſcen I 
Father,“ and that he that hated him, Hen. 
his Father alſo (7). the | 

Accordingly, the union of Chriſtias ing 
their partaking all of the ſame Spirit, the Wrld « 
rit of the Father and the Son, is often ini nde. 
on throughout the New Teſtament. old! 
* builded together, ſays the apoſtle Paul, Mit con 
* an habitation of God through the 57M brei 
There is one body, and one ſpirit, ads tha 
even as ye are called in one hope of yourMirerts 
ling. Endeavour to keep the unity o or 
* Spirit in the bond of peace (g). For H rec 


(a) Luke xxiv. 19. (3) Acts x. 38. (c) John 


xiv. 9. XV. 23. (gs) Eph, i, AJ» ui, 354. | 
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MY whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
re be bond or free, and have been all made 
0 drink into one Spirit (a).“ 

Now this communication of the divine Spi- 
to the members of Chriſt's body includes, 
| conceive it, both thoſe miraculous gifts 
1 powers that were peculiar to the firſt 
briſtians, and likewiſe thoſe moral endow- 
nts, thoſe ſaving influences from above, 
hich have been in ſome meaſure imparted to 
od men in all ages, eſpecially under the 
ſel, and which are common to the firſt 
briſtians, and to us at this day, Of the for- 
er I ſhall ſay nothing at preſent, becauſe, 
wever proper or neceſſary they might be, 
the beginning of the goſpel, for (5) vindi- 
ing the cauſe of Chriſt, and convincing the 
rd of his divine miflion, they were not (c) 
ended for all ages of the church; and I 
old ſpeak of this prayer of our Lord, only 
t concerns Chriſtians of every age. In fact, 
brethren, the ſupernatural powers and 
is that were imparted to the early Chriſtian 
iverts did not, of themſelves alone, form a 
or perfect union, either between thoſe 
0 received them, or between them and 
iſt, Tor he expreſsly (d) ſpeaks of ſome 
o might propheſy, and caſt out devils, and 
0) 1 Cor. xii. 3. (5) John xvi, 7,—12, (c) x Cor. 
g. (d) Mat. vii. a3, 23. : 
B 
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do many wonderful works in his name, 
whom nevertheleſs he will profeſs that he Lor 
ver knew them. (a) Nor would theſe extri sil 
dinary gifts have been ſufficient to cſtab\Myich 
the faith of the goſpel among unbclievers, Hie! 
they had not been attended, in the new co b 
verts, with thoſe moral effects of the d vo 
Spirit, which ought alſo to be in us, «MChri 
which were viſible in their good temper :rab 
lives. | f Ch 

Our Lord aſſures us, from the. affe abt 
example of an earthly parent, how well by 
poſed our heavenly Father is to * give the HHacui 
* ly Spirit to them that aſk him (5).” St. P ion— 
prays for the Epheſian converts, probably Mord c 
ter they had received miraculous gifts, 1s. (; 
the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Re v. 
* ther of glory, would give unto them hs, ( 
* ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the knoWrues 
* ledge of him: the eyes of their underitaone, | 
ing being enlightened &c. (c) And thit ch. 
would grant them, according to the richer 
* of his glory, to be ſtrengthned with mis Sp 
* by his Spirit in the inner man (d).“ Head, a 
horts them to walk as children of light; Me o 
* the fruit of the Spirit, ſays he, is in all go 
* neſs, and righteouſneſs, and truth (2). | 


(a) Jol 
33 1 
A. exliii 
Cal. v 


(a) x Cor. xiv. 23. 1 Pet. ii. 12.—16. Tit. ii. V 
(b) Luke xi. 11—13. (c) Eph. i. 27. (d) Eph 
(e) Eph, v. 9. 
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man love me, ſays Chriſt, he will keep my 
words, and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him (a). Ye are not in the fleth, but in 
the ſpirit, ſays the apoſtle to the Romans, if 
ſo be* that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
ov if any man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his (b).” And in innu- 
erable other paſſages, the Spirit of God, or 
f Chriſt is ſpoken as the common and indiſ- 
niible endowment of every good Chriſtian, 
s by this divine Spirit reſiding in us, and, in 
ncurrence with the (c) right exerciſe of our 
tional faculties, and a faithful uſe of the 
ord of God, (d) enlightning our underſtand- 
os, (e) ſanctifying our hearts, (J) ſupporting 
r weakneſs under afflictions and temptati- 
„ (g) and cauſing us to abound in all the 
nues of a Chriſtian life; it is by this Spirit 
one, that we can be vitally () united to God 
Chriſt, and (i) have fellowſhip with the 
ther and the Son. In proportion as we loſe 
ls Spirit, we languiſh, and die in the fight of 
od, and ceaſe to have any real or ſolid prin- 
le of union either with him, or one ano- 


(a) John xiv. 23. (5) Rom. viii. 9. (c) Luke xii. 57. 
43. 1 Theſſ. v. 21. x John iv. 1. (4) Neh. ix. 20. 
e. ro. (e) x Cor. vi. 11. (J) Col. i. 10, rx. 
„a. v. 22, 23. 2 Cor. iii. 18. (+) John xv. 4. (i) 1 John 
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ther. But were we all poſſeſſed of a ſuit) 
portion of this celeſtial Spirit; not a (a) word 
Iy, corrupt, blind, uncharitable ſpirit; hut 
ſpirit of light, of wiſdom, of holineſs and joy 
a (b) ſpirit of power, of love, and of a ſour 
mind; (and if we have not this ſpirit we ar 
much to blame) then our whole condy, 
would be worthy of God, and agrceable t 


him. We would be all as one body anima hav 
by one ſoul, God would have conſtant inte tic] 
courſe and ſocicty with us; and it would "What 
the main ſtudy of us all to fulſil cach ore 
(c) joy in the Lord. And this is the firſt e 
which I mentioned of the union our Civivfſc th 
Saviour prays for to us. Let us proccc vo | 
what was obſerved in the ling: 

2d place, As the ſubject of this earneſt H leu 


terceſſion of his in behalf of his followers; 
mean that they might be oNE in the faith an 
obedience of his doctrine, For ſuch muit v 
be, my brethren, if our union is to bear a rc 
ſemblance to that of Chriſt and his Father 


and if we would be one in them, pra 
As the Father dwelt in Jeſus Chriſt, by con 
fulneſs of his Spirit, ſo Jeſus was in the YM th 
ther, by his exact and punctual obſervance pre 
the Father's inſtructions, and by his doing : * 
ways thoſe things that were acceptable in . 0 
| 37: 
(a) John xiv, 17. (5) 2 Tim. i. 9, (c) Rom. XV.! (b) 2 
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it; ſo that in eſtabliſhing the law or doc- 
ie of the goſpel, and in accompliſhing the 
ind ſcheme of man's redemption thereby, 
he and his Father were, and ever will be, 
: Hence we find ſuch declarations as theſe, 
often, and ſo ſolemnly repeated by our 
rd, in the courſe of his miniſtry, My 
octrine is not mine, but his that ſent me (5). 
have not ſpoken of my ſelf, but the Father 
hich ſent me, he gave me commandment, 
hat I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak (c). 
do nothing of my ſelf, but as the Father 
uh taught me, I ſpeak theſe things; and 
that ſent me is with me; the Father hath 
ot left me alone; for I do always thoſe 
ings that pleaſe him (d).“ 

[clus therefore, ſo faithful himſelf in (e) 
ching the truth which he had reccived 
m his Father, and in V/) giving teſtimony 
t by his whole life and actions, and even 
lis blood, was juſtly (g) ſolicitous that his 
owers ſhould be united in the profeſſion 
practice of it; adhering to it with unſha- 
conſtancy, whatever troubles it might ex- 
e them to in the world, and preſerving 
precious (4) treaſure, brought them from 


) John x. 25. 38. (5) John vii. 16. (c) John 

9. (4) John viii. 28, 29. (e) Mat. xxii. 16. (7) John 

J. 1 John v. 6. (g) John xv. 5.— 7. Mat. x. 27.— 
(b) z Cor. iv. 7. 
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above, pure and uncorrupted by any fore; * 
mixtures. Without this, they would bee 
little one as the reſt of the world, of v 
the Jews and Gentiles were at irreconcile: Ws ' 
variance, and the Gentiles morcover did. 
among themſelves by innumerable and end"! 
ſuperſtitions. Whereas it was his deſign 
bring men together upon the affairs of r; 
gion, and to give them, at the ſame time, 
ſpirit to animate them, and one faith to 
lighten and direct them, And by uniting 
the obedience of this faith, as taught by h 
they would be one in the Father and him, 

It was indeed highly deſireable that his 
lowers ſhould all concur in the ſame vi 
and ſentiments concerning his doctrine, WW * 
that, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, they ſhould 
perfectly joined together in the ſame mi 
* and in the ſame judgment (a), upon 
head. And ſince the inſpired apoſtle ſo 
often makes this unity of ſentiment in reli 
the ſubject of his precepts and exhortations 
cannot be thought a thing impracticable in 
ſelf, however inuch it may be ſo, by the! 
. thods that have been uſually taken to pron 
it. If it were in itſelf impoſſible to be attai 
how could ſo many apoſtles and prophet 
have agreed in delivering to us the ſame 


(a) 1 Cor. i, 10. (6b) 2 Cor, xiii, 11. Phil. it. 2 ; 
Rom, xv. 5, 6. (e) Eph, ii. 20, 
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E How could it be the duty of Chriſti- 
to endeavour to be agreed in the belief of 
And let me add, how could it be their 
rn to ſeek the (a) knowledge of the truth, 
tis in Jeſus? For whereas there are a 
ſand different ways of error, the truth, 
u muſt allow, lies in one point; and there- 
, as far as men are in poſſeſſion of the 
th, ſo far they are, aud neceſſarily muſt 
of one mind, 'Two perſons may agree, 
be both wrong; they may likewiſe differ, 
be both wrong; but they cannot differ 
n the ſame thing, and be both right. 
ace it follows, that though Chriſtians may 
reed in error, yet in the truth there mult 
an agreement among them: the one is al- 
in exact proportion to the other; and 
are not more obliged to underſtand their 
gion, or any part of it truly, than they are, 
of the ſame judgment upon it. And if 
riſtians were always to keep in mind one 
t principle which they all profeſs, and to 
ow it with honeſty, humility and candour 
|| its juſt and obvious conſequences; that 
day, if filled with the (6) love of truth and 
ve for its own ſake, without regard to any 
worldly conſiderations, or ſelfiſh intereſts, 


) Eph. iv. 21. 2 Tim. ii. 7. (5) John xviii. 27. 
John ii. x5, Phil, ii. 21. ii. 18, 19. 2 Theſſ. ii. 10. 
44. 
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they would reſolve ſimply to learn from 
ſus Chriſt, their common (a) Lord and n 
ter, and ſetting aſide all other authority 
matters of religion, to make his words, 
thoſe of his inſpired apoſtles, the ſole ri]: 
their thoughts and actions; freely (% « 
municating their ſentiments to each other, 
occaſion offered, for their mutual ediſicaic 
but never pretending to (c) dictate or imp 
them; perhaps it might be more diſlicutt 
them to (d) differ, in any material point 
Chriſtianity, than to agree, Some of th 


might have higher mcaſures of knowledge ee 
the Chriſtian doctrine than others; but i ome 
probable there would be no conſiderable Neno 

fect | 


verſity or oppoſition amongſt them, even 
to ſentiment or opinion, Nor do thele pre- 
quiſites to union of judgment which I | 
now mentioned contain any thing in tl 
that is very great or extraordinary, or 
yond the reach of humanity, Thiey are! 
the common duties of our religion, my Þ 
thren; nothing more than what all Chriſt 
are bound to every day of their lives, 1 
what they all acknowledge the obligation 0 
However it be, this was certainly agrec: 
to the mind and will of Chriſt, and thi 
doubt he prayed for, as far as the dark 


(a) Mat. xviii. 8,—1z, (5) Eph. iv. 15. 1 Pet, is, 


(c) a Cor, x. 24. 1 Pet. v. 3, (d) James iv, 1. ( 
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nd infirmity of our preſent ſtate might ad- 
tof it, For upon this depends, in a great 
eiſure, the internal ſtrength and perfection 
the Chriſtian church, as well as her in- 
aſc or enlargement without: according to 
hat the great apoſtle of the Gentiles teaches 
, when he ſays, (a) that Chriſt, after his 
zenfion up on high, diſtributed various gifts 
men, making ſome apoſtles, ſome pro- 
ets, ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and 
chers, For what end ? © For the perfecting of 
he ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for 
he edifying of the body of Chriſt, till we all 
tome, in the unity of the faith, and of the 
mowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
ect man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature 
of the fulneſs of Chriſt,” This is what we 
ould all ſeek after. 

Nevertheleſs it is hardly to be expected, in 
s ſtate, that all Chriſtians ſhould agree ex- 
iy in every point and principle of religious 
lef; and the reaſon is, becauſe it is not to 
expected, that they ſhould all attain to the 
iſe truth in every thing, and be abſolutely 
© from error. We are frail, and ſhort- 
ited, and liable to miſtake, the beſt of us, 
dugh we had no prejudices, paſſions or in- 
lls to miſlead us. Nor are all mens minds 


(a) Eph, iv, 7.---15. 
C 
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formed alike, any more than their bod 
Diu/-rence of natural capacity or gifts, dif 
rence of education and habit, difference 
opportunities for acquiring knowledge, (| 
ference of ſtudy or application; all theſe, a 
many other circumſtances, will naturally 
caſion a diverſity of ſentiments (ſome mor 
and others leſs juſt) even where men folly 
all the ſame rule, and are all equally ſincu 
But then the experience of all ages hath flew 
that upon the ſuppoſition mentioned, this 
verſity is apt to take place chicfly, if not wh 
ly, in ſuch matters as arc leſs clear, leſs c 
to be aſcer tained with preciſion, and therct, 
comparatively of leſs importance, Nor is 
inconſiſtent with the unity of the evangclic 
faith, while men remain all on the ſame a 
nly (a) foundation, which is Jeſus Chi 
and all (b) hold him as their head; united 
a due reſpect to his divine authority, fo ful 
manifeſted, and proved by his life, preaclut 
and miraclcs, his death and reſurrection tro 
the dead; while they are all perſuaded ot 
exaltation to power at the right hand of G 
and that he will come again to judge ti 
world, and render to every man according 
his works; I add, while they are all perſus 
ed of the mercy of God, through him, 4 


(a) 1 Cor. iii. 11. (5) Col, ü. 18, 19. 


For the Union of his Followers Conſidered, 19 


hat he will give eternal life to all them, and 
hem only that obey him. This faith is ſuffi- 
ent to conſtitute men Chriſtians, and to en- 
le them to all the privileges of Chriſtians, 
; may evidently appear from all the conver- 
ons which the ſcripture relates to have been 
ide by the apoſtles of our Lord, while they 
read the goſpel through the world (a). And 
this faith, moſt part, if not all Chriſtians, 
leaſt in the reformed churches, do at this 
iy profeſs unanimouſly to agree, The grand 
ror, and the ſource of endleſs diviſions is, 
hen Chriſtians (5) profeſſing this faith in 
mmon, do not act conformably to it, or 
l not ſuffer one another to do ſo in peace; 
| when quarreling about leſſer differences 
opinion, often very trifling, often lying ra- 
er in (e) words than things, they forget to 
ncur with (4) God, with Jeſus Chriſt, and 
th one another, in promoting to the utmoſt 
their power, that holineſs, righteouſneſs 
d ſolid piety, which the goſpel every where 
wulcates, in the cleareſt manner, and under 
emoſt ſolemn ſanctions. Which brings me 
the 


(a) See Acts ii. 36, 38. viii. 37. x. 39, 44. Xvi. 3ts 
3, 31. See alſo Mat. xvi. 13, 18. John vi. 68, 69. xi. 
41, 42. XX. 421. 1 John v. 1. Rom. x. 9. (5) Tit. i. 
Heb, xii. 14. Rom. xxv. 19. xii, 18, (c) 1 Tim. i. C. 
45,20, (d) Tit. ii. 21. 15. 
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3d and laſt view which I mentioned ot i 
union ſo devoutly prayed for by Jeſus Ch 
in behalf of all that ſhould at any time becom 
his followers; namely, an union of concor 
and mutual love: that as the Father is in hin 
and he in the Father, and as he and his h. 
ther are one, by the {ſtricteſt and moſt per{ 
(a) love, and by their joint endeavours (if 
may ſay ſo) to carry on, and compleat et 
grand work of man's eternal ſalvation; fo 
Chriſtians alſo might be one in them, by 
charity founded on the pure and ſublime pri 
ciples of the goſpel. This is properly ther 
ſult and fruit of all that I have hitherto (i 
courſed of. For what was the intention of th 
Almighty Father in communicating his 5pirWi ut 
to the Son, and through him, to the (6) 
ciples of the Son? What was his intention! 
calling them to one faith, the profeſſion at 
practice of one divine religion, putting th 
under the conduct of once heavenly Nate 
and giving them one common hope of an | 
corruptible inheritance ! What did he inten 
by theſe things, but that ſtrife and diſco 
ceaſing from amongſt them, and the odio! 
diſtinctions which had formerly kept them: 
variance being aboliſhed, © there might 
neither Jew, nor Greek, Barbarian, 8d 

(a) John x. 19. xiv. 31. xvii 4, 23, 26. (6) Erh. 
, Fo | i) Gal, 
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an, bond or free, but all might be one in 
wriſt Jeſus (a) ?? And (6) what did it pro- 
them to have even the miraculous gifts of 
Spirit if they had not charity? Or what 
led it, to be the followers of one holy doc- 
ze, if this doctrine, inſtead of uniting them, 
to be the ſource of greater diſſenſion and 
moſity between them, than they had ever 
wn before? We cannot doubt then, but it 
; the aim of our Saviour's interceſſion in 
tat leaſt, if not principally, that his fol- 
ers might be one in mutual love towards 
\other. For without this, whatever other 
9s they might agree in, their union could 
no means be compleat, ſecure or laſting 
r union, I mean, either with him and his 
er, or among themſelves, 

Accordingly, the apoſtle Paul teacheth us 
tthe *end of the commandment (the ſcope 
| tendency, the ſum and perfection of the 
iriſtian inſtitution) is charity out of a pure 
art, and of a good conſcience, and of faith, 
afeigned (c).“ Where theſe are, charity 
never be wanting; and where charity is 
chere can neither be undiſſembled ſaith, 
good conſcience, or a pure heart. If we 
e one another, ſays the apoſtle John, 
od dwelleth in us, and his love is per- 

eee 


if 
Cal. iü. 26, 19. 0 x Cor, xili, 1. (c) 8 Tim. i. 5. 
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* fefted in us (a).“ In ſhort, this is the 
rafter by which Jeſns would have men to 
known in the world for his diſciples, The 
diſciples of the Phariſees were known by th 
dreſs, their extraordinary devotions, ther 
percilionſneſs; the diſciples of (c) John 
Baptiſt were known by their faſting, and! 
ſingular auſterity of their manners; the 4 
ciples of the Heathen philoſophers » 
known by their attachment to the oppol 
ſyſtems, and ſpeculative opinions of thcir 
ſpective maſters, Jeſus Chriſt fixes upon; 
thing of that kind for the diſtinctive badge 
his followers, He afligns ſomething for 
that is more uſcful and ſalutary, more ag 
able to truth and rcafon, and more conduit 
to the real perfection and happineſs of | 
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man nature, * By this, ſays he, ſhall all << 
* know that ye arc my diſciples, if ye h ly ag 
love one to another (4).' (hin 
| Our Lord, I fay, prayed for this moſt al 1 
cellent grace to his followers (e) above a 
others, in praying for their union; beg 
this grace alone could make them truly: ich 
completely ov. This would prevent or ol 
move every poſſible cauſe of diſcord or oF 
ſenſion that might ariſe among them, It ve | Ws 
(a) x Johniv. rz, (b) Mat. xxiii.g, . () VM Eph, 


14, (4) Johnalii, 33. (e) x Pet, iy, 8, Col. ili. 1 


1 
* 


Mit 


un 
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p (4) conjoined in holy communion and 
e, notwithſtanding unavoidable difleren- 
of ſentiment in ſome things; and render 
n one compact and firm body, in which 
can perccive no rent, or ſchiſm, but cloſc- 
nit together, in all its parts, and cdifying 
in love. | 

but we have now ſcen, according to the 
account that I am able to give of it, from 
Criptures of truth, what it is that Jeſus 
it here aſks in behalf of thoſe who thould 
e on his name, when he prays, * that 
y all may be one, as thou, Father, art in 
and I in thee; that they alſo may be one 


us! How far this prayer has been hi- 


o anſwered in fact, it may not become 
o fay; though it muſt be owned that ap- 
ances in the world at this day, and for 


ages paſt, arc very much againſt it, But 


thing we may ſay, that if it had been an- 
ed in a much leſs degree than it has been, 
would be no juſt argument, either againſt 
propricty of the prayer in itfelf, or againſt 
alicacy of our Lord's interceſſion with his 
her. For it is with the (5) anſwer of this 
Tur in us, my brethren, as with all the 
r bleflings which the goſpel propoſeth to 
God has not made our (c) attainment of 


Ech. iv. rg, 26, (3) x Cor, il, 3. (c) John v. 40, 
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them to depend only upon himſelf, or then 
diation of his Son. Were that the caſc, 
would have nothing to (a) fear, and nee, 
not give ourſelves any trouble about the 
But he has made it to depend alſo, and | 
tially upon us; in ſo much that without t 
concurrence of our deſires, our prayers, ; 
(b) efforts for obtaining them, and maki 
them ours, we can reap no benefit from the 
and they are as (c) vain with regard to us, 
if they had never exiſted; except only t| 
they will (4) increaſe the ſeverity of our c 
demnation. 

What ought powerfully to excite our fff; 
deavours in the preſent caſe, is the conſide | 
tion of the importance and neceſſity of Hue 
union which our Saviour prays for among b. 
profeſſed followers, in order tb engage the 
believing world to receive the faith of hi | 
vine miſſion, or to embrace his religion 
That the world may belicve that thou | 
* ſent me,” This was 

II. The ſecond point that I propoſed Ru 
conſider; and having been ſo long detai 
upon the former head, I muſt, for the |: 


it 
il 
lt 
we 
th 
pid | 
hat 

ich 
els t 


N r. 


of your time, ſatisfy myſelf with a bricf WM 1; 
general illuſtration of this, That the vag, o. 
may believe that thou haſt ſent me! 


(a) Phil. ii. x2, 13. Heb. iv. 1. (b)-x- Tim. vi bh 
(e) a Cor, vi. 1. (4) Mat, xl, 20, 24. Heb. ii, 1,4. Wi /, 
of 
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ir Lord that ſays fo, my brethren; and what 
wiſtian! what lover of Jeſus, but mult be 
{ted with this motive ? - Bleſſed Jeſus! and 
it lo indeed ? Is there danger that the world 
not believe that God hath ſent thee ? 
at after all the plorious atteſtations that 
we been given to thy innocence and dignity, 
th from heaven and on earth, they will (ll 
dd thee for a falſe and infamous impoſtor? 
hat they will approve of the (a) council 
ich condemned thee as a blaſphemer, and 
the (/) wicked hands that nailed thee to 
«croſs ? That they will crucify thee afreth, 
put thee to open ſhame (c)? Above all, canſt 
Mm he liable to ſuch treatment on account 
my thing in the character and conduct of 
r profeſſed diſciples? What ſhall I do, O 
Lord, to viuͤdicate thy honour ? to reſcue 
d) worthy name, in which I muſt for ever 
, from the unjuſt reproaches of infidels ? 
vw ſhall I take away from them every pre- 
to juſtify their unbelief? and cauſe thee 
x thought of, wherever thy name is heard, 
that reſpect and veneration which is due 
thee as the faithful (e) meſſenger of the 
t High, and the (/) anointed Lord and 
of his people? You know the anſwer, 


Mat. xxvi. 65, 66. (6) Aas ii. 23. (e) Web. vi. 
% Jam, ii, 3. (e) Mal. iii. 1. John viii, 12. xvii. 
(%) Ads iv. a7, v. 37. 


N | 
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my brethren, that Jeſus Chriſt would gives 
ſuch pious enquirers, I preſume you have | 
ready conceived it, Would it not be to thi 
purpoſe? * Be careful, my dear friend, | 
live as becomes my diſciples, and let the dj; 
* tinguiſhing characteriſtic of my dilciples pre 
* vail, and be conſpicuous in you—l1tudy i 
* be onE— as the Father is in me, and | | 
him to be oN in us-—cndeavour—flr1 
* —exhort—(a) if there be any conſolation 


me, if any comfort of love, if any fehlen 
* of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies Wc 
* (hb) exhort and (c) provoke one another ic | 
* heavenly union and love, 50 ſhall you pa 0 
* ſuade the world that I am (d) the taitl ve 
* and true witneſs, and that (e) my religion He 
* of God,” 101 

But, to ſet this matter in a clearcr light, Vie 
muſt be owned, Chriſtians, that the dinge 
of our religion does not properly depen vt a 
on the behaviour of its profeffors, Wir un 
regard to that, it has proofs to ſupport Wiles 
which arc abundantly ſufficient to con 10 | 


and fatisfy the minds of all impartial pcr\gen ; 
who know, and conſider them, But then, h! 
the proofs of it be what they will, it is img ore 
fible they can produce any effect, where tl 
arc not attended to, and examined, withe 


(a) Phil. ji. 1. (65) Heb. iii. 13. (c) Heb, 4. 2, 
(4) Rev. iii, 14. (e) John xiv, 24. 
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1) prejudice, Nor can it be reaſonably ex- 
x(ted that unbelievers will be very ſolicitous 
o know the evidences of a religion, which 
hey are yet ſtrangers to, and which they per- 
ive to have few, or no good (6) effects upon 
hoſe who have already reccived it, and pro- 
to be governed by it, No. On the con- 
My, this will naturally fill their minds with 
Ic ſtrongeſt prejudices, and will, in their ap- 
chenſion, weaken, or totally deſtroy the 
wee of all the arguments that can be pro- 
ned in favour of it, In this way it is that 
e manners of profcfſed Chriſtians come to 
of ſo much conſequence to others, and to 
ne ſuch a mighty influence, cither in pro— 
"ting or obſtructing the progrels of their re- 
von among men. Our Lord ſeems to inti- 
te that there is ſomething eſſential in this 
ater, He had already preached an excel- 
t and heavenly doctrine, lived a ſpotleſs and 
umplary lite, and wrought many great mi— 
les which could not be diſputed by thoſe 
io had the beſt opportunities to cxanime 
im; he was in a little time to fecal the truth 
h his blood; to riſe again from the dead, 
wording to his promiſe ;- to ſhew himiclt a- 
© after his paſſion, to his apoſtles and tol- 
wers who were, of all others, the fittcit to 


(4) John viil, 43, 47- () 1 Tim, vi. t. 
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judge of the reality of that fact; to aſcent y 
to heaven in their preſence; and to jy 
down upon them a rich variety of the 0 
extraordinary gifts and powers, enabling t. 
to {ſpeak with new tongues, and to do ni 


culous works; all which he did faithfully pM: h: 
form: and yet, as if all theſe things would iſ 
themſelves be inſufficient to convince ti, 41 
world of his divine miſſion, he prays here Wilt: 
thoſe who ſhould belicve in him, * that 11g to! 
may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, Wit 
I in thee, that they allo may be ond inn 
© that the world may believe that thou!!! 
© {cnt me,” | | dai 
In fact, my brethren, the general conc all 
and deportment of thoſe who make proſci!i the 
of the Chriſtian religion is naturally the ot 
point relating to it that will come to begun 
mined by ſtrangers and inſidels whom ic is ip 


poſed to. This is an obvious thing, and unos! 
at firſt light, and muſt always give, from ect. 


very nature of man, the moſt obſtinate ping 
poſſeſſions cither for, or againſt any doeh io 
All men are endowed with a ſenſe of ah 


and wrong, and it is from the known bc, 
viour of Chriſtians, that the heathens bret 
form their judgments both of them, and o 
their religion. Many men alſo, even in vit 
midit of Pagan ſuperſtition, have ſo me i 
knowledge of the Divinity, as to think tut, Hof 
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z at all to reveal his will to men, it muſt 
rich a view to make them juſt and faithful, 
alſe and cruel, and to unite and cement, 
o ſet them at variance, 

Now let us ſuppoſe there is ſuch an one, as 
heathen, and enemy to our religion, but 
m you would perſuade to receive it as 
and of God, He opens his eyes upon the 
itan world; and inſtead of one grand and 
r{ocicty worthy of the great God to form, 
{it for him to dwell with, beholds an infi- 
multitude of little factions and parties, 
rate from, and oppoſite to each other; 
aiming to be the only true Chriſtians, 
ll denying that character to every other 
themſelves; unwilling to acknowledge 
other for the followers of the ſame Maſ- 
unable to bear with one another in the 
hip of God, the common Father of all; 
of rancour and animolity in their hearts, 
reſtrained only by want of power from per- 
ing each other, even to deſtruction--- What 
ions do you imagine would naturally a- 
n his breaſt, concerning the religion we 
elo, and the Maſter whom we ſerve? Ah! 
brethren, it muſt wound every Chriſtian 
% only to think of them. He would atk 
vith diſdain, which of theſe hoſtile par- 
be is to enliſt himſelf with ? for one or 


rof them, he will thiak, he mult join, if 


I 
k 
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he is to be a Chriſtian, But in his preſent 
poſition, as a heathen, he withes no ill to 
of his fellow creatures, who do not invad: 
rights; and why ſhould he involve him 


unneceſſary broils and quarrels? If it be 
ledged that theſe wars are waged, and cam (cc 
on in the cauſe of heaven, he will wondeW: 
the firſt place, how. heaven ſhould come et 
have ſo many oppoſite and contradictory cl it 
ſes to maintain at once? and then, hou: 
ſhould come to ſtand in need of the fecbe WM to: 
forts of human wrath and violence to aſſerWrep 
intereſts? He would atk you, whether e 
Chriſt intended to eſtabliſh one religion ig 
his diſciples, or a number of different o ti. 
If the latter was his deſign, he will ſay, Wit 
ſeems to have ſucceeded, but then what Mach 
you call the Chriſtian religion? If the e. 
mer, how comes it to paſs that his follo at 
are in fact of ſo many different religio U 
Did he himſelf underſtand what he inter en 
to appoint? And did he know how to e oie 
it? It would ſeem not, will the heathen ace 
ſince his diſciples cannot agree in ſaying Han 
his religion is. You call the church of M. 
his kingdom, and you ſay that he who h He d 
king of it has all (a) power in heaven Wi. 
earth. But while I, ſays the infidel, bei 
i) Rot 
(a) Mat, xxviii. 18. a Po 
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kingdom ſo much divided againſt itſelf, I 
i conclude that it is, ſome how or other, 
il! adminiſter'd, and that the head of it 
s either the power, or the will to reduce 
order and peace. Did he intend to ſow 
eds of eternal ſtrife and diſcord among 
1! and to ſet up a kingdom, wherein his 
ets ſhould always purſue oppoſite inte- 
in his name? and be perpetually hating 
| lexouring one another for his ſake * ? 

forbcar, my brethren, to expreſs all the 
reproaches and blaſphemies, which the 
lien will be apt to pour out upon our ho- 
gion, and its founder, while they ſee the 
tian world ſplit into ſuch a multitude of 
vlte and contending parties, all intent up- 
ach others ruin; and that in thoſe places + 
re there ſeems to be the greateſt unifor- 
among them, matters are ſtill a great 
worſe ; becauſe it is not a real uniformity, 
only apparent; an uniformity not owing 
hoice or conviction, but to the groſſeſt ig- 


-t 
to 


en Mace and hypocriſy ; ſupported only by the 
ginnt exertion of an oppreſſive worldly 
Chair, which either induſtriouſly keeps them 


e dark, or elſe forces them to diſſemble 


* a Sermon of the Reverend Mr. James Pierce of 
Lon x Cor. i. 13. 

Kom. ii. 24. 

u Popiſh countries, 
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their real ſentiments, and to profeſs out y 
ly what their hearts abhor. bo 

Upon the whole, will the heathen ſay, ! 
is a ſet of men who all profeſs to follow MM ; 
Maſter caly in the things of religion, and Mi, 
in fact each party follows another of ih; 
own; a ſet of men who ſay they belong to WM 1 
body, and yet are formed into a thoulandW::1 
parate bodies, which all diſclaim commuſ 0 
with one another; a ſet of men in fine, vii; 
a ſtranger would take to be all of one reli, 
(for they all call themſelves Chriſtians): 
yet their religion, even according to thcir 
accounts of them, are as different as light 
darkneſs, What a contradiction muſt Hd 
Chriſtians be ! and what muſt be the doc the; 
that inſpires them with ſuch ſentiments, Wt th 
leads them to ſuch a conduct! Is it pollWugh 
that it can deſcend from above, as they Hein 
tend ? | have 

But an intelligent heathen, before he Hnot 
be brought to attend without prejudice ts, : 
nature or evidences of our religion, wi'Wit is 
apt to carry his enquiries into the manner v 
its profeſſors ſomewhat farther till ; and to 
this general view of the Chriſtian world chat 
will turn his eyes to the moral conduct Mis of 
deportment of particular perſons ; and Wt pof 
he finds that great numbers at leaſt, if no. pe. 
bulk of Chriſtians of all perſuaſions, and I. ca, 
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oſe of them who make the greateſt noiſe 
jout their religion, are as ſenſual, as covet- 
, as revengeful, as treacherous and cruel, 
the (a) heathens themſelves, he will aſk 
i he ſhould be deſired to embr- ce a reli- 
0n which, if it does not make him worſe, is 
t likely to make him any better than he is 
eady. Chriſtians, he obſerves, profeſs main- 
to (b) ſeek the happineſs of another world, 
tmoſt of them appear to be entirely devoted 
the intereſts and pleaſures of this. If any 
otherwiſe minded, they are but few in 
pariſon, and are generally laughed at by 
reſt, as fools and enthuſiaſts. In ſhort 
do not follow the principles and maxims 
vod heir own religion, which is an argument 
ts, Wt they themſelves do not believe it. And 
polgigh they affect to have great zcal for 
ncy Wizing others to the belief of it, and pretend 
have no other view in this but a deſire of 
noting the welfare of their fellow-crea- 
„ and of making them eternally happy, 
t is manifeſt from their conduct that re- 
n with them is nothing but a mere pre- 
to cover their baſe and ſiniſter deſigns, 
that they regard it no farther than as a 
5 of extending their empire over others, 
poſſefling themſelves of their treaſures. 


WI 


t Pet. i. 13, 16. Eph. iv. 17, 33. v. 8. (5) Mat, vi. 
: Col. iii. As. 
E 
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Thus, I ſay, will heathens and enemies 2 re 
gue againſt our religion from the conduct 
its profeſſors, and theſe arguments will he { 
many ſtrong and invincible prejudices in thei 
minds, ſufficient to make them deſpiſe it, an 
refuſe to take any farther trouble in exami 
ing either what it is in itfelf, or by what & 
dences its divine authority is ſupported, The: 
have been many attempts made by Chrittiar 
to propagate the goſpel in foreign parts, 2 
many ſchemes ſet on foot for the converſic 
of heathens ind infidels: pious, I doubt nc 
and well meant: but for my part, the mor 
conſider the ſubject now before us, togeth 
with the hiſtory of paſt ages, the leſs hope 
J allowed to entertain of the goſpel's beig 
propagated with any great ſucceſs abroad, 
once it be better propagated at home, or 
ſeeing ſtrangers ſubmit willingly to the 
yoke of Jeſus Chriſt, whilft it is born with 
bad a grace by ſo many of his pretenc 
friends; and particularly, whilft there 1s 
little un1oNn among Chriſtians with regard 
their common faith. Chriſtians ought to 
with ſome kind of (5) conſiſtency. 1W« 
ſhould firſt fettle and compoſe their diffe 
ces among themſelves, before they preten 
ſpread that goſpel of peace (c) which ']Wavo' 


() Mat, xi, 30, (3) Mat. vii. 5, (e) Rom. x. 1; 
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rofeſs among foreigners : they ſhould be ge- 
rally agreed what their religion is, before 
jey undertake to (a) teach it to thoſe who 
e entirely unacquainted with it: in a word, 
icy ſhould ſhew by their (5) actions that they 
hemſelves are really influenced by the faith 
fit, before they attempt to make others be- 
hellere it. Then indeed, we might juſtly hope 
or the happieſt fruits, and for greater tri- 
mphs to our religion than it hath had for 
any ages, but not ſooner, 

t all that call themſelves Chriſtians would 
rec to live according to the (c) rules of their 
gion, which are not leſs clear, than excel- 
t; if they would bend their chief attention 
WP the things in which they all agree, and 
hich they themſelves muſt allow to be of 
ateſt importance, rather than to thoſe in 

ch they happen to differ; if inſtead of af- 

ting to diſtinguiſh themſelves by inſolent 

tenſions to orthodoxy of opinion (which is 

iy paying a compliment to themſelves at 

expence of their brethren) they would 

tier ſtudy to be known by the principal and 

ding mark which Jeſus Chriſt hath aſſign- 

for his diſciples, their love one to another; 

ly, if each party of Chriſtians, inſtead of 

leavouring to ſwallow up, and deſtroy the 


) Heb, v. 12. (b) Rom. il. 21. (c) Mat. v. 19. 
E 2 
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Teſt, by means of the power or policy of H 
world, would agree to lay afide the little, Mi- 
if you will, the great peculiarities by whiq di 
they ſtand apart from each other, and to qu 
Nite upon the broad and firm batis of 
* everlaſting goſpel,” (a) contained in ti, it 
books of the New "Teſtament, the only ii ir 
cords of it which they allow to be of d:ri1lor 
authority; hearkening with one conſent Wot « 
the voice of their common Maſter, () lara 
ing of him who was meek and lowly in hc Wtiv; 
ſpeaking the truth to one another in love, Za 
deavouring (c) kindly to ſet each other ri 
where they think they are wrong, but ner 
attempting to (d) force from others a ſubu 
ſion to their ſentiments without inward co 
viction; not (e) judging or cenſuring, 1 
hurting or moleſting one another, upon : 
count of mere differences of opinion, wh 
at the worſt can be only errors in judgmo 
from which no man is entirely exemptec 
could we ſee this temper and ſpirit prevail 
among Chriſtians, we might yet hope t 
the (F) goſpel of Chriſt would have f. 
courſe, and be glorified in the world. | 
truth would get fair play. The (g) name 
Chriſt would be no longer blaſphemed amo 


(a) Rev. xiv. 6. (5) Mat. xi. 29. (e) 2 Tim. i 
26. (d) 2 Cor. i. 24. (e) Rom. xiv, 4, $- Jam. X. 
13. (f) 2 Theſſ. ii. 1. (g) 2 Theſſ. i. 12, 


t. xxv 


* Ko 
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els on account of the ſcandalous immoral 
xiour of his profeſſed followers. All (a) 
udices againſt our religion ariſing from 
quarter would be happily removed, The 
of genuine Chriſtianity ſhining before 
in the lives of its profeſſors, would al- 
{ irrefiſtably invite and engage them to 
orify our heavenly Father. The (c) bleſ- 


ar gate it. And this divine religion, ſeen in 
tive unſullied luſtre, and in its moſt ſaluta- 
:d beneficial effects, would gradually pre- 
ri! Wover the whole earth. Then, in the em- 
nevi language of the prophet, (d) * ten men 
tof all the nations would take hold of 
{kirt of him that is a Chriſtian, ſaying, 
vill go with you; for we have heard that 
od is with you.” “ 

whifW this (e) manner was the Chriſtian religi- 
-mcWropagated in its early days; and if fo, we 
cc reaton to think it will never be propa- 
vail ſucceſsfully any other way. Whilſt (J) 
ers continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles 
e ine and fellowſhip, praiſing God, and 
1s favour with all the people; whilſt 
ame rere wont to aſſemble together with one 


mo 
4 t Tim. v. 14. Tit. ii. 8. (5) Mat. v. 13, 16. 


. Xxviii. 19, 20. (d) Zech. viii. 23. (e) Mat. xii. 
(f) Acts ii. 42, 46, 47. 
* two Sermons of Dr. Clarke on 1 Cor. xili, 3. 


m. il 
1, XV. 
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o God would attend their endeavours to 
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(a) accord, being of one heart, and one ſ 
great grace was upon them all, And int 
days the churches were (6) edified in th 
ſelves, and walking in the fear of the Ia 
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, : 
were multiplied alſo, by a numerous accel 
of new converts coming in every day, 
ſtrifes and contentions aroſe in ſome chu 
es , they never carried them ſo far as tc 
nounce (c) communion with one another, 
they were prevailed upon by farther inſt 
tion in the principles of Chriſtianity to 
them aſide, If ſome (d) corrupt men app 
ed, now and then among them, who 
worldly ends, endeavoured to fubrels or 
rupt the Chriſtian faith, and would note 
* ſent to wholeſome words, even the wor: 


* our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, and the doing 
* which is according to godlineſs, (e Mot! 
were preſently ſhuned and diſcountenaqgg®ow 
by all the friends of Jeſus, Chriſtianity i ur: 
mean time (/) ſpread and flouriſhed, be. 
e the 


Chriſtians were every where diſtinguiſhe 
their mutual love, by the reaſonablenc 
their worſhip, and the purity of their 
ners. The converts from among the Ge 


(a) Acts xv. 33, 33. (5) Acts ix. 31. (ch! 
20, (4) Rom. xvi. 17, 18. (e) 1 Tim. vi. 3,3. bpb. f 
xix. 20. ; i. 8. 

P The church of Corinth, for example, 5, a6, 
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generally of one mind in the Chriftian 
ine, and though they could not but have 
different ſentiments in ſome things from 
ſewiſh converts, having been at ſo wide a 
nce from them before; yet even theſe 
parties united in (a) one body under Je- 
Chriſt, and the main (5) controverſy of 
mall was only with Pagans and idola- 


ut when Chriſtians became leſs apprehen- 
of the common enemy, than of one ano- 
when they began (which was too carly 
cd) to (c) adulterate the pure religion of 
, with additions and inventions of their 
, on which they laid more ſtreſs than on 
rords, and to turn the goſpel into an (4) 
muſe and barren ſpeculation, inſtead of re- 
Ing it as a (e) plain, affecting and edifying 
of life; when the churches were no long- 
own by their mutual love, but by loud 


ena 
y inÞours about hereſy and orthodoxy; when 
d, perſecuted Chriſtians, the world began 


ethoſe ) monſtrous things called Chri- 
ene Perſecutors; when human force and 
ir Mace ſucceeded to reaſon and argument, 
de propagation and defence of the truth, 
vere exerted by Chriſtians not only a- 
Fph. ii. 13, 18, (5) Mat. x. 34, 35. (c) 2 Theſſ fi. 


Li. 8. (d) 1 Tim. i. 3, 4. 2 Tim. ii. 23. (e) Mat, 
15 a6, (f) Luke ix. 5s, $6. John xvi. 1,4. 
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gainſt infidels, but againſt their fellow 0 
ſtians; when men were to be convince 
heavy forfeitures, and by bodily pains 
tortures, inſtead of meek perſuaſion 
friendly debate; to conchude, when Chi 
ans would no longer allow their brethren 
fellow-ſervants to be ſubject to the auth 
of Chriſt the common Lord of them all, 
would moreover compel them, by the ter 
of this world, to be ſubject alſo to their 
authority in the things of religion—From 
time, my brethren, and by theſe means, 
body of Chriſt being no longer ox, but 
in a thouſand pieces, his religion declined 
ry day, Its glory was debaſed, its force c 
vated, its very light almoſt extinguithed, 
norance, hypocriſy and trifling ceremoni 
human contrivance came to take place of 
neſty and underſtanding, of ſolid piety 
undiſſembled love. Scarce any veſtige 
Chriſtianity remained in the world, at lea 
that noble ſimplicity which is natural to it, 
cept in the books of ſacred ſcripture, v 
were preſerved indeed, but prohibited f 
common uſe, We are, by God's blefling, 
livered from that deplorable darkneſs and 
vitude, but are ſtill, it is to be feared, a of 
way from Chriſtian perfection. fa 


(a) Mat. xx. 25, 28. Ph 
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Theſe things however, may ſerve in ſome 
aſure to convince us, of how much impor- 
pce ĩt is that the profeſſed followers of Chriſt 
:0NE, in order that the world may be per- 
aded of his divine miſſion, and engaged to 
brace his religion, And we may now per- 
ir how neceſſary a connection there is be- 
xt theſe two great events. 

What remains then, Chriſtians, but that 
order to obtain the ineſtimable benefit 
ich Jeſus Chriſt here prays for to us, and 
t we may not counteract his bleſſed inter- 
non in our behalf, and deprive ourſelves of 
the fruits of his mediation; that we may 
the the occaſion of cauſing him to be re- 
led by the world as an impoſtor, and his 
gion as a fiction of human device; what 
Wins, I ſay, but that we ſtrive to be (a) like- 
ded, and join our beſt endeavours to pro- 
e all Chriſtian holineſs in ourſelves, and 
ers, eſpecially union and love? It is not in 
power indeed to unite all men, or to 
bncile them to one another, any more 
Wo the truth. But let us lament the diſ- 
rs which we cannot cure, and commend 
cure of them to the wiſdom and good- 
of our heavenly Father, Who knows 
far the (5) united prayers and tears of 


| Philip, ü. 2. (6) Mat. xvii, 19, 20. James v. 16. 
F | 


7 
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a ſingle church, animated by the Spirit 
Chriſt, may go towards the benefit of t 
whole Chriſtian world? Above all, let us 
examples of that holy u No and peace whi 
ought to reign among all Chriſtians; e 
preſerving and cheriſhing a generous, diſ 
tereſted, catholic ſpirit, and (a) abounding 


love one towards another, and to all me 


If others differ in opinion from us, let us 
judge or deſpiſe them merely on that accou 
but whilſt they walk by the ſame (ö) rulet 
we do, and their lives appear to be Chriſti 
let us ſay, Peace be on them, and on all 
© Tſracl of God (c).“ If they judge or conde 
us, merely becauſe we differ from them, 
us regard them rather as objects of our p 
than of our reſentment. They and we be 
muſt appear one day before the (d) judgme 
ſeat of Chriſt, 

We are now going to celebrate that or 
nance which Jeſus Chriſt hath inſtituted 
the remembrance of himſelf, and which he 
tended, among other excellent purpoſes, 
be an external token of the inward cor 
union and fellowſhip of all his diſciples, *} 
we being many, ſays the apoſtle, are 
© bread, and one body, for we are all part: 
© ers of that one bread (e). Let us perfo 


(a) x Theſſ. iii. 14. (5) Phil. i. 16. (e) Gal. q. 
(%) Rom. xiv, 10. (e) x Cor. x. 16, 27. 


n 


by 
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s ſervice with Chriſtian diſpoſitions, and 
n though we may appear outwardly to be 
arated from many who are called Chrifti- 
„ we ſhall be truly oxE with all thoſe in e- 
7 communion, whom Jeſus Chrift will ac- 
wowledge for his diſciples, For whatever 
utitude of ſeparate churches and commu- 
ns there may be in the Chriſtian world, it 
not to be doubted but Jeſus hath his 
heep' (a) in every fold, that is, men of a truly 
riſtian temper and behaviour, who though 
may be at a great diſtance from one an- 
ter with regard to place, and often are un- 
own to each other, are nevertheleſs (6) 
known to him, and who in fact all think 
tlame things in the main, and are all unit- 
in promoting the great deſign of the go- 
|; which is the knowledge of truth, and the 
tice of righteouſneſs, from the hope of 
mortality, without regard to (c) worldly 
reſts, All theſe, wherever they are ſcat- 
d upon the face of the earth, and however 
ferent they may ſeem in their outward 
ns and modes of worſhip, belong to the 
fneral aſſembly and church of the firſt» 
Im, whoſe names are written in hea» 
m(d);* and they will all be brought toge- 
into ONE bleſſed ſociety, in that © day 
!) John x. 16, 27. (3) 2 Tim. ii. 19. Rev, i. 2. 
ſha xv. 18, 19. xvii, 24, 16. (d) Heb, xi, 23 — 
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<when Jefus Chriſt ſhall come to be gloriße 
in his ſaints, and to be admired of all the 
that believe (a).“ With theſe men, my br, 
thren, and like theſe men, let us commur 
' cate, at the ſame time that we communica 
with one another, and thus truly our (6) fe 
lowſhip ſhall be with the Father, and wi 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt ! to whom be (c) blefli 
and honour, and glory and power, for eve 
and ever. Amen. 


P 
IG 


(a) 2 Theſſ. i. ro, (ö) x John i. 3. (e) Rev. v. 13, 
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